
DEFENSES - WHAT COURTS AND JUDGES MUST CONSIDER

In considering whether to admit evidence
of uncharged sex crimes, the court "must consider such factors as its nature, relevance, and
possible remoteness, the degree of certainty of its commission and the likelihood of
confusing, misleading, or distracting the jurors from their main inquiry, its similarity to the
charged offense, its likely prejudicial impact on the jurors, the burden on the defendant to
defend against the uncharged offense, and the availability of less prejudicial altematives to
its outright admission, such as admitting some but not all of the defendant's sex offense, or
excluding irrelevant though inflammatory details swTounding the offense." (People v.
Falsetta (1999) 21 Cal.4th 903, 917.) The prejudice is reduced if the defendant was
convicted of the prior crimes and the jury is infmmed of this. (Ibid)
